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Task 1 Key Language

Change: Worksheet WK14 & Practice

IELTS Writing



Task 1 Key Language: Main Paragraphs

Key Language to prepare to prepare: accuracy, naturalness, variety

1. Numbers 

2. Percentages

3. Dates & time periods

4. Language of change

5. Language for Location

6. Comparisons (similar or different): trends / overall – this language can also help to 
select the data to write about. : SEE SEPARATE WORKSHEETS
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Language for change (1)

Verbs: Use: Adverbs:

1 to increase (rise / 

grow)

increased by 20%

increased from 15% to

18%

dramatically / sharply / steadily / 

slightly / gradually / enormously / 

moderately / significantly / massively / 

rapidly

2 to decline (decrease 

/ fall)

declined by 10,000

declined from 11m to 7m

dramatically / sharply / steadily / 

slightly / gradually / moderately 

significantly / rapidly

3 to remain stable remained stable reasonably / completely /absolutely
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Language for change (2)

Verbs Use: Adverbs:

4 to fluctuate fluctuated between 10m 

and 11m

slightly / constantly / occasionally

5 to peak (reach a peak) peaked at 30m

reached a peak of 30m

6 to reach a low reached a low of 15%

reached a low point of X
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Language for change (3)

Nouns: Use: Adjectives:

7 an increase (a 

rise)

an increase of 6%

an increase in the number of 

tourists of 5 million

dramatic / sharp / steady

slight / gradual / enormous / 

moderate / significant / massive / 

rapid

8 a decline (a 

decrease / a fall)

a decline of £20m

a decline from 11m to 7m

a decline in the number of 

visitors of 2 million.

dramatic / sharp / steady

slight / gradual / moderate / 

significant / massive / rapid
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Language for change (3)

Nouns: Use: Adjectives:

7 an increase (a 

rise)

an increase of 6%

an increase in the number of 

tourists of 5 million

dramatic / sharp / steady

slight / gradual / enormous / 

moderate / significant / massive / 

rapid

8 a decline (a 

decrease / a fall)

a decline of £20m

a decline from 11m to 7m

a decline in the number of 

visitors of 2 million.

dramatic / sharp / steady

slight / gradual / moderate / 

significant / massive / rapid
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Language for change (4)

Sentence structure:

9 Verb pattern:

The number of visitors declined from 11 million to 7 million.

Noun pattern:

There was a decline in the number of visitors from 11 million to 7 million.
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Language for change (4)

Sentence structure:

9 Verb pattern:

The number of visitors declined from 11 million to 7 million.

Noun pattern:

There was a decline in the number of visitors from 11 million to 7 million.
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Verb and Noun Pattern Quiz

Change the sentence from the verb pattern to the noun pattern
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1

Sales of televisions increased significantly between 2010 and 2015.
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1

Sales of televisions increased significantly between 2010 and 2015.

There was a significant increase in sales of televisions between 2010 and 2015.
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2

The percentage of students applying to the college for job reasons increased sharply in the over 49 
age group.
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2

The percentage of students applying to the college for job reasons increased sharply in the over 49 age 
group.

There was a sharp increase in the percentage of students applying to the college for job reasons in the 
over 49 age group.
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3

In Japan, the percentage of the population that is aged over 65 will increase enormously 
between 2030 and 2035.
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3

In Japan, the percentage of the population that is aged over 65 will increase enormously 
between 2030 and 2035.

In Japan, there will be an enormous increase in the percentage of the population that is 
aged over 65 between 2030 and 2035.
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4

Sales of Australian wine rose dramatically from 20 million bottles to over 120 million bottles 
between 2002 and 2007, an increase of over 600%.
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4

Sales of Australian wine rose dramatically from 20 million bottles to over 120 million bottles 
between 2002 and 2007, an increase of over 600%.

There was a dramatic increase in sales of Australian wine from 20 million bottles to over 
120 million bottles between 2002 and 2007, an increase of over 600%.
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5

Sales of exercise machines declined slightly from just over 5000 to just under 4900 in the 7 
year period from 2011 to 2018.
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5

Sales of exercise machines declined slightly from just over 5000 to just under 4900 in the 7 
year period from 2011 to 2018.

There was a slight decline in sales of exercise machines from just over 5000 to just under 
4900 in the 7 year period from 2011 to 2018.
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6

Q23: The value of engineered goods that were exported (exported engineered goods) 
increased significantly from approximately $58 billion to more than $60 billion.
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6

Q23: The value of engineered goods that were exported (exported engineered goods) 
increased significantly from approximately $58 billion to more than $60 billion.

There was a significant increase in the value of engineered goods that were exported from 
approximately $58 billion to more than $60 billion.
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7

Q5: The number of minutes of mobile calls increased enormously between 1995 and 2002, 
particularly after 1999.
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7

Q5: The number of minutes of mobile calls increased enormously between 1995 and 2002, 
particularly after 1999.

There was an enormous increase in the number of minutes of mobile calls between 1995 
and 2002, particularly after 1999.
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8

Q13: After reaching a low point of just over 30% in 2001, the percentage living in rented 
accommodation rose slightly in 2011.

After reaching a low point of just over 30% in 2001, there was a slight rise in the percentage 
living in rented accommodation in 2001.
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9

Q2(A) The number of couples who got married fell moderately in the 20 years from 1980 to 
2000.

There was a moderate fall in the number of couples who got married in the 20 years from 
1980 to 2000.
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End of
Quiz
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