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Exam structure & assessment

IELTS Speaking



Structure

Three parts:

1. Part 1: introduction - questions mainly about you / your life etc: 4 to 5 minutes

2. Part 2: story - talk for 2 minutes on topic on cue card – one minute preparation

3. Part 3: topic questions - discussion - following on from part 2 topic – 4 to 5 minutes



Results in China:



Areas for assessment:

1. Fluency and coherence (speak at length easily)

2. Lexical resource (collocations)

3. Grammatical range and accuracy (complex structures)

4. Pronunciation 





Note:

1. This is not maths: there is no ONE correct mark – make it easy for the examiner 

2. The examiner cannot make notes – so can remember limited amount of information – draw 
attention to your good uses of language – most students do NOT use advanced structures – you 
will – often - and very clearly 

3. Examiner sees c20 students in one day – very boring and repetitive – you must STAND OUT

4. Most students do NOT sound at all natural – you use SPEAKING features

5. The examiner will NOT say if he/she cannot understand / hear the exact words you are saying –
it is your responsibility to speak clearly!
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